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the king would be forced to renounce the crown, or would
ever think of doing so. ... We have had so many illusions
about what would happen in enemy countries. . . . Our
enemies thought that in case of war, Germany would swing
over to a social democracy, and on our side many believed
there would be an immediate revolution in Russia. The same
thing was expected in France. . . . And none of these pro-
phecies has been fulfilled. . . . Of course there was a rising
in Ireland, but only a comic opera revolution. "
" But/* I said, " does Your Highness see no end to this
slaughter ? "
The Prince replied evasively: " There are a lot of people
who can prophesy the day and hour when it will end.. .."
I interposed: " An early peace without over-brilliant
results would be more welcome both in Germany and Austrk
than a peace, however brilliant, following seven years of
war. . . ."
The Prince replied : " The war won't last seven years, but
who can guarantee that it won't last three or four ? "
I remarked: " I had imagined you might have met in-
fluential men of other nations, in Switzerland, and discussed
the possibilities of an honourable peace, ... It was said
in Vienna that Italians had approached you, and I had seriously
thought that Italy has not hitherto declared war on Germany
because she wanted to leave open a back door through which
a reasonable peace with Austria might be reached when the
moment came, through the agency of Germany. . . * **
The Prince: " There's no truth in these rumours/'
To this I said: " In Vienna the Ambassador of a still
neutral country of Catholic, or shall we say Papist, con-
viction, approached Germany, and perhaps Your High-
ness . . ."
The Prince said: " My wife is, as you know, Catholic.
We visited the Einsiedeln Benedictine monastery. The Abbot,
who received us hospitably, told us that the Benedictines in
their different countries were enthusiastic supporters of those
states. Many priests had fallen in France, where they are
performing war service. In Germany they are not, and of
this I approve. The Catholic priesthood has not prescribed
any universal policy covering the various countries in which
their members are domiciled—in some places they are

